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2 Sat down one Evening and 
= made the following Re- 
5 marks for my own Enter- 
tainment, without conſult- 

AG 1g any Book, or any 

Friend; which I mention, 
1 8 I wholly truſted to Memory 
for Facts ; though, I hope, upon a Re- 
view, 1 ſhall not be found to have made 
any conſiderable Miſtake in them. 1 
ſend them you at your Deſire, and leave 
- 708) to make ny Uſe of chem Fu think 


This 1 has foen. fic ſo far to 
make himſelf a Party in the preſent Con- 
troverſy among the Diſſenters, about che 
proper Time to ſeek Relief in Parlia- 


ment t from che Corporation a d Te eſt Acts, 


A 2 as. 
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Brief REMARKs bon 
as to undertake to ſhew, that no Time is 


Proper; that is, that the Diſpute it ſelf 


1s without any Subject or Foundation, 
and is wholly trifling and impertinent : 
A pretty free Cenſure in a Stander by, 


upon a whole Body of Men, who have 
many among them better able to judge 


of their own Intereſt, and preſume he 
has not the Direction of the Legiſlature; 


and which, upon that Account, muſt 
be either very aſſuming, or very imper- 


tinent, 


What he ſays, to this Purpoſe, may 


be reduced to the following Points : 
The original Deſign of the Corporation 
and Teſt Acts; their not being removed 
at the Revolution; ſome of the Diſſen- 
ters being againſt a Church-Eſtabliſh- 
ment; the Neceſſity of it to keep out 


the Papiſts; the no Pretence of natural 


Rights, and che Examples of other 


Countries. 


_ He ſays, the Corporation and Teſt Aﬀts 


were deſigned for the Security and Support 


of the Conſtitution in Church and State, 
and that the Corporation Act was. wholly 

levelled againſt the Diſſenters. This, I 

think, is not exactly ſo, becauſe the Cor- 


- poration 


me 1s 
t (elf 
tion, 
1ENT : 
r by, 
have 
udge 
e he 


ure; 


muſt 
Per- 


may 


ints: 


tion 


Oved 


flen- 


1} ſh- | 
our 
tural 


ther 


Al, 


pot 


fate, 
bolly 
1 
Cor- 


ton 


the Diſpute adjuſted. 


poration Act paſſed ſome Time before 


the Act of Uniformity, which ſettled the 
preſent Conſtitution of the Church, and 
before there were any Diſſenters, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, in the Kingdom. The 


former paſſed in December 61. the latter 
not till May 62. But by whom was it 
thus deſigned and levelled? By thoſe who 


ſet the Terms of Conformity ſo high, 
not to comprehend, but purpoſely to ex- 
clude the Diſſenters; and who were evi- 


dently acted by a Spirit of Rancour and 
Reſentment, owing very much to the 


Troubles and Sufferings of the former 


Times. Ir was the violent E; gots, and 


the mere wor! ly Politicians, who de- 


viſed this Security ; and, as appeared 
„ plainly atterwards, not without 
_ ſecret Influence of Popiſh Councils 
too. And has it been always ſuch a Se- 
pra. and Support, Not in the Reign 
of King Fames, or in the Time of Sache- 


verel; in the former of which, the 


Church, notwithſtanding thoſe Acts, Was 


really in the greateſt Danger; and in the 


latter, there Was che loudeſt Pretence of 
it, and the whole Nation rung with the 
Noiſe of it. Surely the Strength 5 


Safety of any Government lies not in 
narrowing, bur 1 in WIGERIDS the Founds- 
tions 


Brief Remanxs upon =» 
tions of it, and employing all who are 


well affected to it, and in giving the 


Preference to thoſe who have the great- 
eſt Affection to it. 


Beſides, re have the Corporation and 
Teſt Acts to do with the Conſtitution of 


the Church ? Would not that be juſt the 
fame it was, both in 1ts ſpiritual and 


temporal Conſtitution, notwithſtanding? 


ment was given them to expect Relief, 


without Pretence, and beyond Contradi- 
Ction, if this Author need to be inform- 
ed of the Truth of it. 


That the Legiſlature at the Revilaries. 
did not think fit to exempt, but include 
the Diſſenters under the Diſabilities and _ 
Penalties of thoſe Acts, was againſt the 
expreſs Recommendation of the Crown, 
and the Senſe of many of the greateſt 
Men, who ſat in both Houſes, and were 
the beſt affected, and bore che greateſt 
Share 


Would the Repeal of theſe Acts alter the ; 
Hierarchy, or touch the Preferments of it? 
As to the Diſſenters Concurrence to paſs 
the Teſt, which was only deſigned a- 
gieainſt the Papiſts, a Merit it really was, 
if the greateſt Self-denial for Publick 
Good, be any Merit; and Encourage- 


the Diſpute adiuſted. 


* Share in the Revolution. And the Rea- 
ſons of the proteſting Lords who were for 
that Repeal, ſo wiſe and well weighed, 
may juſtly be laid in the Ballance a- 
gainſt the mere Numbers who were 
againſt it. It was owing to the Narrow- 
neſs and Violence of ſome leading Mem- 
bers of both Houſes, under the Influence 
of ſome of the Clergy, and the high 
Principles in which they were bred in the 
former Reigns. But this cannot be men- 
tioned with Honour to the Church, 
when the Biſhops but juſt before, in the 
Time of their Diſtreſs, had made a _ 1 
lick Profeſſion of their “ Readineſ 
come to Temper with the 8 5 
„ Diſſenters, when that Matter ſhould N 
come to be conſidered in Parliament, 
and which had a particular Relation to 
the holding Places in the Government. 
Will nothing but Diſtreſs make Men 
wiſe and temperate? And it was not the 
Cburch and the Clergy who carried the 
Toleration, but oppoſed it. It was by 
the Influence of the State, and the mo- 
dierate Part of the Lords aud Commons 
of England, as the Reformation from 
Poper ry was at firſt; and ſo, I doubt, 
muſt all our Relief, and every Amend- 
| ment | 
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ment be, in any other Inſtance, or any 


future Dime 


He ſays, The preſent Attempt avout: 
tet thoſe into Places of Power and Truſt, 


who think the Service of the Church ſinful, 


and themſelves bound to aboliſh it. There 
is a great Concern every where diſcover'd, 
to engroſs the Places of Power and Truſt 


to one Set of Men: But the Repeal of 
theſe Acts would not let any Dilſenter:i into 
any Places of Power and Truſt in the 
Church, nor qualify the beſt of them, 
for the meaneſt Dignity or Preferment 
in it. There are other Bars and Securi- 
ties left, ſufficient to guard the Church, 
and exclude them; as Subſcriptions, the 
Canonical Oath, Kc. The ſtricteſt ſort of 
Diſſenters chink they have the naturat 
Rights of Fellow-Subjects, as well as of 
their own. way of Worſhip; but how 
does it appear that they have a roted 
Aver ſion to the Church, and think them- 
ſelves bound in Conſcience to deſtroy it? 
On the contrary, I believe they are, in 
Principle and Conſcience, for other Mens 
enjoying their Liberty, as well as for en- 
joying their own, and are willing to leave 
the Church to it ſelf, and to ſtand or fall 
on by 5 


— 


the Diſpute adjuſted, 
by its own Evidence and Strength: 1 


if they had, how does 2s give them 
any Power to do it? They only have 


the Power to alter the Conſtitution of 
the Church, who are entruſted with the 


Honour of fitting in Parliament, where 
there is no ſacramental Teſt required, 


but only the Security of civil Oaths. 


But how much greater a Part of the Diſ- 


ſenters are friendly and brotherly diſpoſed 
to the Church, and have always pro- 


feſſed a Readineſs to ſubmir to reaſonable 


Accommodations, in Matters of Scruple 


to them, and of no poſſible Diſadvantage 
to the Church, ſome of which they 
think juful, and the Church declares are 
indiſterent; as appears by the Propoſals 
at the Savoy Conference, and ſome Over- 
tures at the Revolution, though nothing 
could be obtained at either, of the ſmall- 


eſt Conſequence, to ſo great an End. 


We are content to leave the Merits of 


the Cauſe to the two great Combitants 
referred to: The impartial World, and 
more impartial Poſterity, will judge be- 


tween them. I ſhall only make a 1 55 ; 


Remark upon his three Remarks: That 
the ſame Teſt which is allowed by the 
66 23 to qualify Members of 

«c Parliament for the greateſt Truſt 5 
. B | de © 25 
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% the Kingdom, is ſufficient to qualify 
« for Places in Corporations, or any 
inferior Poſts in the Government ; 


and that Teſt is found out already. 


A 


c 


A 


c 


A 


But why did the Legiſlature appoint 
the jacramental Teſt in the ſame Act, over 


and above the Oath of Allegiance and 


Supremacy, and the Declaration againſt 
Tranſubſtantiation, if they did not think 


it neceſſary to exclude the Papiſts ? Sup= 
poſe they thought it neceſſary at that 


Time, and when a Popiſh Succeſſor 


was in view. That is not the Caſe at 
preſent : But what if the Legiſlature was 
miſtaken ? Is every Thing always right 
| becauſe a Legiſlature once thinks it fit? 
Or muſt it. be therefore always fit, be- 
cauſe it was fit at that time? Then no 

Law muſt ever be repealed. And there 
were violent Acts made at that Time 


againſt the Diſſenters, and vigorouſly exe- 
cuted too; as the five Mile Act made at 


Oxford in the very Time of the great 
Plague, which, I believe, every ſober 
Church- man in Exgland is now aſhamed. 

of. What if Circumſtances are greatly 
altered ſince? What if Experience has 
taught them better? What if they ſee 
further into the Nature of civil Liberty ? 


What 


the Diſpute adjuſted.” 
What if they are leſs prejudiced than 


"2 Jon were at that Time? It was not the 


merely communicating once with the 


Church of England to qualify for a 


Place, which was the Reaſon of the 
Pope's Prohibition to the Roman Catho- 


licks, in Queen Elizabeth's Time; but 
their conſtant going to Church, which 


was apprehended would, by Degrees, re- 


cConcile their Minds to the Proteſtant 
Church, and alienate them from the 


Church of Rome, and which therefore 
extended to all the Proteſtant Worſhip, 
as well as to the Sacrament, and forbid 
all Communion in it, 


And what if the Teſt it (elf has been 
_ aiſpenſed with too, for the. Good of the 
Catholic Cauſe ? Tis hard to aſſign a 
Reaſon why it mayn't, as well as Oaths; 
and we are informed of ſeveral Inſtances 
of it in Ireland, upon ſome ſpecial Oc- 
caſions. And why, I defire to know, 
ſhould the Sacrament be looked upon as 
greater Security than Oaths and Decla- 


 xations? To be ſure, no honeſt Man can 


break through theſe; and diſhoneſt Men, 
who have no Regard to God, or Lea- 
vings of Conſcience, may break thro' any 
other, An Oath is a natural Obligation 
BY 8-3 upon 
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upon the Conſcience of every reaſonable 4 


Creature, who only believes the Being 
of a God, whether a Chriſtian or a Jew, 


--A Mahometan or a Pagan, as tis a ſo- 
lemn Appeal to his infinite Knowledge 
and Power; whereas the Sacrament, in 
a2 Proteſtant Church, is no Sacrament in 
the Judgment of a Papiſt, but only eat- 


ing Bread and drinking Wine, having no 
Con; rjecration of 4 Prieſt, Or being fr ans 


 fubRantiated into the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, which is the eſſential Form of the 
Sacrament in his Account. How ſhould _ 

that bind him ſtronger than any thing 


elſe, which has really no manner of 
Force in it felf; or be an Acknowledg- 


ment of a true Church and Minifiry which ww 
in him, is no Chriſtian Worſhip at all? 


When the Author fays, That Govern- 
ment 1s founded in the Abridgment of na- 
tural Rights; that can only be under- 
ſtood of the actual Exerciſe of them, 
not of a Capacity of them; for that has 
a Tendency to ſubvert the Foundation 
of Government, and introduce a general 
Diſſatisfaction, as contrary to natural 
Equity and Reaſon, Though every Man 
cannot be actually employed in Places in 
the Government, yer every Man ought 

to 


le 


the Diſpute adjuſted. 


| o be left capable of holding them, in 
The poſſeſſing an 


proper ms, 
Eſtate of @ certain Value, and holding 


certain religious Principles, are very dif- 


ferent Things; the one may be a wiſe 
Proviſion for the greater Eaſe and Safety 
of a Government, when the other has 
nothing to do with it: 
Men be, in every Reſpect, as capable 
and qualified to ſerve and ſecure the Go- 


For why mayn't 


vernment, who are of different religious 


Opinions, and Waysof Worſhip, as thoſe 
who are of the eſtabliſhed ones, provi- 
ded they hold no Opinion inconſiſtent, 
or prejudicial in any reſpect to its Wel- 
fare, and are known to be thoroughly 
well affected to it? That is an Affair of 
another Nature, and which wholly re- 
lates to God, and a Man's own Con- 
ſcience, and not to the civil Government. 
3 therefore the Law requires a Man to 
be of ſucha certain Value to be capable 
of voting for Members, or of ſerving in 
Parliament, for common Convenience, 
or greater Security to the Government, 
that don't at all affect his religious Prin- 
ciples, but only his Conſequence and 
Importance to the Community ; „ for a 


Diſſenter of ſuch a Value, is capable of 
voting and ſerving in any Borough or 
County 
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County in the Kingdom, notwithſtand- 
ing his religious Principles; and why 
not, I pray, of ſerving in Corporations, 
and Commiſſions of Peace, and other 
Offices in the Government? "Tis not 
therefore ju? /o, and no otherwiſe, in the 
Caſe of theſe Acts, but a Caſe entirely 
different, and of quite another Kind. 
Theſe Acts diſable a Man merely for be- 
ing a Diſſenter, though he poſſeſs an E- 
Rare of never ſo great a Value. Certain- 
ty, in all Reaſon and Equity, every Sub- 


Jeet has a natural Right to all the Privi- 


leges of the civil Community, in like 
Circumſtances, who pays all the Duties 
of a Subject to the Sovereign and the 
Country; eſpecially if they are known 
to be better affected to the true Intereſts 
of both, than many who have them ſe- 
cured ro them, and fome whom great 
Places and Preterments can ſcarcely keep 


from ſhewing | an open Difaffection to 
them. 


Fe obſerves further, That many who 
are for aboliſhing thefe Att; are, in Prin- 
ciple, againſt any Church Eftabliſhmens 
at all. But what if many who are 10 
for aboliſhing them, are againſt the pre- 
{ent cru Et; bliſhment, and for ovet- 

turning 


er to deſtroy it 
know, that the Diſſenters, in England, 


are not generally againſt ſubmitting to 
ſuch an Eſtabliſhment, any more than 


the Presbyterians in Scotland and Hol- 
land. And, provided it were upon a 


the Defpute adjuſted. 


turning the preſent Government? I 


heartily wiſh the Number on one Side 
were not far greater than the Number 


on the other; and that there were no 


greater Danger to the State from the 


one than, I believe, there is to the 
Church from the other. 
more Equity in reminding them of the 


Confuſions occaſioned by a civil War, 


than in reproaching the preſent Church ; 
of England with the Perſecutions of Dul- 
{enters in the Reign of King Charles the 
Second. If any Piflenters are againſt a 
Church Eftabliſhment by civil Power, the 


removing theſe Acts gives them no Powe 
But he might eaſily 


Scripture Bottom, and with a juſt Free- 


dom, with a due Deference to the Con- 
ſtitution and Laws of the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, and without unneceſſary Impoſi- 
tion of human Articles and Rites, or 
perſecuting thoſe who differ from them: 


believe there is no Diſſenter in England 


who would not readily come into ſuch 


an Eſtabliſhment, 


2 Tt 


There is no 
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If the true State of the Caſe be- 
tween the Church and the Diſſenters, in 
this Matter, is, Whether the civil Power 
can eftabliſh a national Church, and whe- 


ther it be not conduſiue to the Ends of Re- 
ligion and Peace, and ought not ts be main- 
tained and preſerved | ? 1 anſwer, I hum- 
bly apprehend, whatſoever the civil 
Power in a Chriſtian Nation can do, it 
cannot 7/ghtfully make an Eſtabliſhment, 


Which ſhall, in any reſpec, interfere 


with, or be diſagreeable to the Laws of 
Chriſt, the only Legiſlator in the Chri- 


{tian Church as when it applies any of 
the Chriſtian Ordinances to a Purpoſe 
quite foreign to its Nature, and the De- 


ſign of its Inſtitution; or when it ex- 


cludes any from the Chriſtian Privileges 
whom Chriſt would admit, and are eve- 
ry way qualified according to the Laws 
of the Goſpel. For, whence have the 


civil Powers ſuch a Right? and who 
gave them that Authority? Is it from 
God, or of Men? This has been the fa- 
tal Source of all the Corruptions and Vi- 
olence in the Chriſtian Church for ma- 


ny Ages; and never can be a Means of 


Promoting proper Religion, or ſecuring 


a Wiſe and rational Peace, . 
Be. 


that Right, 
ſame Right every where; and this will 
hold equally againſt a Proteſtant at Romie, 
and a Chriſtian at Conſtautinoßle Y 464 
_ thatcan never be a juſt Right in any civil 


Power, which, in its natural Conſe- 


State: 


the Diſpute adjuſted; | 


Beſides, if the civil Power here has 
the civil Power has the 


quence, would eſtabliſh the greateſt Su- 


Hberſtition and Corruptions of the Chri- 

ſtian Church, and all the Impoture and 
Iaolatry Which are any where eſtabliſhed 
by the civil Power in the —— and Pa- 
San World. 


8 may be (iid, Thar this C Church is a 


Part of the Conſtitution ; and this Ache 
ſpeaks of the Conſtitution in Church and 
properly 
is only our Form of Govern- 
ment, or the Power of the Legiſlature. 
And chough the Church of Chriſt, as far 
s tis fixed by his Authority, and found- 
ed on the Laws of the Goſpel, is invaria- 
ble and independent on all the Powers of 
Earth; yer ſo far as tis ſertled by hu- 
man e - and as to external Rites and 
tis ſubject to the 


Bur our Conſtitution, 
ſpeaking, 


worldly Emoluments, 
Conſtitution, and liable to change, as 


truly as any other civil Appoincment | 


whatſoever : Jn this Senſe the Toleration 
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is as much a Part of che Conſtitution as 
the Church it ſelf. 


What he ſays of fetching Inſtances 
from other Countries, is ſtrongly againſt _ 
him : For there is no Proteſtant or Chri- 


ſtian Church in the World has a religi- 


ous Teſt for ſecular Poſts, but our own: 


1 believe it would be chought a Profana- 
tion and an Abomination every where 
elſe: That is a Blemiſh and Reproach 


peculiar to our ſelves. The particular 
Inſtance of Holland, 10 Which he refers, 


15 notoriouſly otherwiſe. Iam certainly - 
informed, upon the beſt Authority, that 
the Armimians, the Dutch Diſſenters, 


who firſt proſelyted the Clergy of England, 


and were not reckon'd the beſt affected to 
their own State, are capable of any Pla- 


ces in the Government; any Law or 


Teſt to the contrary notwithſtanding; 
and are ſometimes employ'd in ſome of 


the greateſt. And though there is an 


: eſtabliſhed Church in Scotland, there is 


no religious Teſt for any civil Poſt what- 


ſoever. 


Let the Epiſcopal Church be never ſo 


; well adapted- to ſupport the Monarchy, 
and the Biſhops and Clergy, and Friends 


Cl 


\ 


the Diſpute aqhuſted. 


of the Church, to perform Service to it; 
which yet they have no great Reaſon to 


boaſt of, when all the Diſaffection and 
Rebellion againſt the preſent Govern- 


ment, has always, and only lain on their 
Side, not excepting ſome of the Bithops 
and Clergy themſelves ; beſides many, 
in moſt Corporations, very indifterently 


affected towards it: Vet, why muſt Hey 


be thrown into the Ballance AGAINST 


thoſe which may be expected from the Di/- 
fenters ? Why may they not be rather 
thrown into the /ame Ballance, and uni- 


ted together to ſupport and ſerve it? 
Why muſt the Service to the Mo- 
narch and the Crown be engroſſed on our 
Side? Does not the Government owe. 
equal Regard to both, as it receives equal 
Homage and Duty from both? Or is it 


above the Need of Help from all its 
Friends, and afraid of being too ſtrong ? 


He ſays, the Bounds between the Church v, 
and the Diſſenters cannot be better adju/t- 
ed than it was by the Legiflature at the 


Revolution : I ſhall only fay, the Diſſen- 


ters are ſenſible of the Favour of the Go- 


vernment in every Inſtance of it, both 


then and now; bur cannot think the 


_ Bounds were ſo wilely ſettled as they 
5 C2. might 


1 
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might have been, or as they ought to 


have been, in due Tenderneſs and Ju- 
ſtice to the Diſſenters, or Regard to the 
Weltare of the Country ; when they had 
ſhewn ſo much Steadineſs in the Reign 


Juſt before, and bore ſo great a Part in 


the Revolution, and were capable of ad- 
ding ſo much Strength to it. They 
might have been better adjuſted, and 
more to the Service and Support of the 
Government, if the Diſſenters had been 


made capable of ſerving it. This was 


3 1 Opinion of King W illiam and Queen 


Mary, of Archbiſhop Tillotſon and Mr. 
Lock, and many noble Lords and Gentle- _ 
men in both Houſes, of the firſt Rank and 


Conſideration ; tho' it was over-ruled by 


the High Party, who were not to be diſo- 


bliged at that Time: A very nice and 


critical Time, and when there was ſo 
much Difficulty, by the Oppoſition of 
that very Party, to the ſettling the Crown: 


ic ſelf, and ſecuring the common Peace : 


of the Kingdom. 
"When 1 had finiſhed my y Remarks, 1 


was informed of a neu Clauſe inſerted 


After the Book was publiſhed; I ſup- 


poſe, as an After-Thought, or ireth D 
fieutty, which lies 1 in! the Way; that 1s, 
| | con- 


the Diſpute adjuſted. = 
concerning the Security to the Church 


by the Az? of Union. I apprehend, tis 
ſome Queſtion, whether the Conſtitu- 
tion can ever be ſo bound up by any Act 


of Parliament, as not to be releaſed by 
the Concurrence of all the Parts of the 
Conſtitution : As, ſuppoſe the King and 
both Houſes of the Britiſh Parliament, 
| ſhould ſee Reaſon, at any Time here- 
after, to diſſolve the Union, and ſet the 
two Parts of the united Kingdom in the 


ſame State they were in before the Uni- 


on; for that would ſeem to ſuppoſe a 
Power ſomewhere above the Supreme, 
br that the ſupreme Power, at one Time, 

could bind the ſupreme Power at ano- 
ther; and would make the Laws of 


England like the Decrees of Fate; or 


; thoſe of the antient Medes and Perſians, 
which can never be changed. But be 
that as it will, I ſuppoſe, the true De- 
| ſign of the Act of Union, in this Mat- 
ter, was only this; to ſecure the Conſti- 
tkution of the two national Churches, and 
to prevent any Change or Alteration of 
their Form; or as the Act expreſſes it, of 


the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and 


Government of them: And how would 


0 rhe Repeal. of theſe Acts affect any of 


the m! 3 
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them? Indeed it would be a Convenience 


and a Juſtice to Scotland, which is 
unreaſonably crampt in this Point, and 


bad Encouragement given, at the Time 
of the Union, to expect it. However, 


if this Author thinks i it ſo great a Diff 


culty in the Way, I defire him to ſhew 
how the Repeal of the Corporation and 


Teſt Acts in England, can more affect the 
Church, or the Act of Union, than re— 
ſtoring che Rights of Patronage in Scot- 


land does affect them on cheir Part, by 
an Act Pate ſince the Union? 


And now what does all Thie amount 


10 towards ſhewing that the ſacramen- 


tal Teſt is in it ſelf fit, or that there is 
uo proper Time to remove it? Does any 
one Thing here advanced, ſo much as 
pretend to ſhew that tis agreeable to the 
Deſign of its [njtitution, and the Will of 


the great Legiſlator of the Chriitian 
C hurch, as Ty that was nothing in the 


Caſe; or only that it was once the Will: 


of ſome human Legiſlator 8 5 


W hat, thatl the moan Subject! In Enc- 
tand have a Right to ſeek a Redreſs of 


any Grievance, and the whole Bodv of the 


Dit- 


the Diſpute adjuſted. 


Diſſenters be denied it ? Shall there be a 
Time to eſtabliſh a Law, which has oc- 
caſioned the greateſt Profanation and A- 


buſe of a ſacred Inſtitution, and no Time 


proper to repeal it? Is there a Time to 
reſtrain the natural Rights of Subjects, 
and none proper to ſet them free; to 


cramp the Government, and diſable a _ 


great Number of its faithful Friends, and 


no Time proper to take off the Incapa- 
city? Is there a Time to fix a Brand of 
Reproach, and a Degree of Puniſhment, 
upon innocent and uſeful Men, without 
any Crime or Forfeiture, and none pro- 
per to take it off? Is there a Time ty 


bind Hardſhips upon them, bur no Time 
to looſe them ? Is this an equal Return 
to their inviolable Affect ion, ſteady Ad- 
herence, and faithful Service to the G9- 
vernment, upon all Occaſions? Yea, was 


it once thought 1 proper Time, by 1 8 
Houſes of Parliament, in ſuch a Reign as 


that of King Charles the Second, a Reign 


of Looſenefs, Bigotry, and V. olence : and 
ſhall it be ſaid, There is no Time proper 


in the preſent Reign, a Reign of ſo much 


greater Vertue, Liberty and Maden 42 
tron & 
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And whatſoever the narrow and ſel- 
fiſh Zeal of ambitious and deſigning Men 
may ſuggeſt, who /eek great Things for 
themſelves, and ſeek their own, and not 


the Things one of another, we preſume 
the Government and Adminiſtrztion have 


greater Wiſdom and E, uity, in ſo ten- 


der a Circumſtance of publick Affairs, 
than to countenance ſo injurious a Pre- 
tence, and which would provoke and 


* 


affront ſo great a Body of its mioſt ſteady 


and faithful F 


But, I hope, notwithſtanding all this 
Author has ſaid, it will ſoon be thought 
3 proper Time, whether this be the pro- 


per 


ime or no; and believe that every 


Diſſenter in England will always think 


ſo; whoſe Honeſty and Honour, in all the 


Offices of civil Life, and Fidelity and 
Affection to the preſent Government, will 
vie with any equal Number of Subjects 


in the Eſtabliſhment ; and who are ca- 


pable of rendering Services to the Go- 


vernment of greater Conſequence to it, 


than the Favour they are now ſoliciting 
from it. And I will venture to ſay in 


the Cloſe, without pretending to Pro- 


pheſy too, That it will greatly ſtrength- 


en 


the Diſpute adjuſted. 


en every Intereſt of the Government, and 
promote the Saſety and Proſperity of this 


Country, whenſoever it is done, as well 
as the Honour of God and the Chriſtian 
Inſtitution ; and that, in the Opinion 


of many of the wiſeſt and greateſt Men, 
within the Eſtabliſhment, as well as 
-winour a - 


1 at: your P ardon for this Trou- 


8 : 


And an, | | 
with great Deference, 
6 J DO. and Ręſpect, 


8 ro urs, &c. 
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